2. IDEA^ OF SERVICE
I was irr Shantiniketan1 when Bapu returned from
South Africa via England. I had gone there with the
idea of studying the institution and its atmosphere at
close quarters, and I thought the best way to do so
would be to work there as an honorary teacher for a few
months. It was typical of Ravibabu's2 great-hearted
generosity that he gave me the chance.
Those inmates of Bapu's Ashram in Phoenix,
South Africa, who had elected to return to Bharat
with Bapu, had gone to stay at Shantiniketan as guests,
to await his arrival from England. Bapu had sent them
along to Mr. Andrews3 when he himself left South
Africa. Mr. Andrews kept them in Mahatma Munshi-
ram's Gurukul, Hardwar, for a while, and then in
Shantiniketan.
From newspapers I knew the history of our people
in South Africa. A friend had told me about Bapuji's
South African Ashram. It is probable that the ashramites,
too, had heard of me through the same source. The
moment I set foot in Shantiniketan, I became more
or less part of the Phoenix group. I joined their
morning and evening prayers, and had my evening
1  The school (now also Vishwabharati University) founded
by Rabindranath Tagore  (Thakur)  at Bolpur, Bengal.
2  Tagore.
3  The Rev. G. F. Andrews (1871-1940), a great lover of India,
affectionately known as Deenabandhu, i.e., brother of the poor
and the afflicted.